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The Victorian Curriculum F-10 is the curriculum for Victorian schools and is the basis for the learning in Years 
7-10 at MFG. It incorporates the Australian Curriculum and reflects Victorian standards and priorities. The 
curriculum is accessed from the Victorian Curriculum F-10 website, and this booklet provides a brief overview 
of the focus of learning in the Year 8 subjects at MFG.

Standards and levels
The Victorian Curriculum F–10 is structured as a continuum across levels of learning achievement not years 
of schooling. This enables the development of targeted learning programs for all of our students, where the 
curriculum is used to plan in relation to the actual learning level of each student rather than their assumed level 
of learning based on age.

Our curriculum is separated into two stages and reflects the Victorian Curriculum priorities: 
• Breadth stage (Years 7–8)

You have the opportunity to fully engage with all learning areas and capabilities, with a focus on English, 
Mathematics and Science. These years provide you with an opportunity to explore a ‘breadth’ of subjects as 
your pathways and career options start to develop.

• Pathways stage (Years 9–10)

You will engage in a broad education and begin to plan your senior secondary program of study.

All students from Year 8 study:

Curriculum Introduction: Years 7-10 

• English
• Mathematics
• Science
• Humanities (History, Geography, Economics 

and Business, Civics and Citizenship)
• HAPE (Health and Physical Education)

• The Arts (Visual Communication Design)
• Technology (Digital Technology, Food 

Technology, Environmental Technology)
• Languages (Indonesian or French)
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YEAR 8 MATHEMATICS
You will learn about the chance of real life scenarios happening, measure the world around you and identify 
patterns. You will discover how numbers will be used in ways you never thought possible including in cooking, 
sport, shopping and bank accounts. 

If you like investigating questions then you will be immersed in our STEAM projects. You will use your mathe-
matical knowledge and understanding to solve real world problems.

This subject is a good preparation for and leads to further study in the following subjects: Year 9 Mathematics 
and Real World Maths.

YEAR 8 MATHEMATICS (Selected Entrance Advanced Learning Program)
You will be exposed to the maths that emerges in everyday life and develop your confidence in making effective 
use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. You will also be exposed to ideas and processes 
that lead to a variety of pathways beyond secondary school. You will be given opportunities to participate in 
worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning.

You will experience both new areas of Mathematics and continue to develop your skills in areas previously 
looked at. You will learn about probability in the real world, use numbers in a variety of contexts, further your 
measurement skills, work with straight line graphs and solve algebraic equations. Along the way you will have 
the opportunity to continually build on problem solving, modelling and inquiry skills. 

This subject is a good preparation for and leads to further study in the following subjects: Year 9 SEALP 
Mathematics and Year 9 Real World Maths.

Year 8 Mathematics
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Year 8 Science

YEAR 8 SCIENCE
The year begins with Biology and the tiny world of cells before you expand your focus to investigate how your 
body systems keep you alive. Next stop on the science journey will be Chemistry where you will get a chance 
to experiment with chemical reactions and be introduced to the periodic table and the structure of the atom. 
Earth Science is a highlight where you will study the geology of our planet as well as how the sun and moon af-
fect phenomena on Earth. Moving on the world of Physics, you will investigate light and sound and experiment 
with how each type of energy can be manipulated. to finish the year you will have to use your knowledge and 
work and think like a scientist to solve a range of STEAM challenges.

YEAR 8 SCIENCE (Selected Entrance Advanced Learning Program)
This subject includes topics from each of the major branches of Science and aims to encourage you to find out 
more about the world. You begin with an introduction to the ‘Scientific Method’ and you will attempt to discover 
the importance of controlling variables in any experiment. A range of experiments will then be completed 
during the year, some of your own design. In our Chemistry Unit, you will investigate chemical and physical 
changes and use models to represent atoms and elements. The amazing features of light, mirrors and lenses 
are explored as well as colour and vision. You will then move on to the investigation of simple and complex 
machines. You will aalso consider body systems and ecosystems in Biology. 
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Year 8 Humanities

YEAR 8 HUMANITIES (History, Geography, Economics and Business, Civics 
and Citizenship)
Humanities is a subject that combines the study of History, Geography, Economics and Civics and Citizenship 
to provide you with a learning experience that focuses on developing your understanding and knowledge of 
people, places, culture and change. This extends to you developing a range of skills while investigating issues 
that are relevant to your life.

In semester one, you will explore geographic systems, landforms and rivers, mapping and contour lines and 
complete a field report based on an excursion to the You Tangs. Your history focus will be on the Middle Ages/
Medieval Europe and the period between the 5th and 15th Centuries. You will learn about the concept of 
‘continuity and change’and investigate what life was like during this time including an aspect of daily life during 
this time, a major event, an important issue or a significant person from that time.

In semester two, you will consider the role of consumers and producers, the laws of demand and supply and 
how Australia’s resources are used. You will learn about the importance of international trade and how work 
patterns are changing in our rapidly changing world. You will also learn about Australia’s system of government 
and the Constitution and its role in modern Australia. You will develop an understanding of Australia’s legal 
system and how a democracy works as well as the importance of being an active and informed citizen.
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Year 8 Humanities

YEAR 8 HUMANITIES (Selected Entrance Advanced Learning Program)
Humanities is a subject that combines the study of History, Geography, Economics and Civics and Citizenship 
to provide you with a learning experience that focuses on developing your understanding and knowledge of 
people, places, culture and change. This extends to you developing a range of skills while investigating issues 
that are relevant to your life.

In this subject your inquiries will lead you through a range of issues and events from the past and present, 
challenging you to also consider your impact on the future.  As well as exploring your role as an active citizen of 
the 21st century you will develop skills in historical inquiry and understand connections between past societies 
and how we live today.

Activities may include travelling 1000 years back in time, imagining a medieval setting for a ‘Choose Your 
Own Historical Adventure Story’, and presenting it as an interactive website. You will consider your rights 
and responsibilities as a citizen and take a stand on an issue that matters to you. You will investigate issues 
regarding hunger, poverty or Fair Trade and making positive changes in your own lives. You will also explore 
Australia’s colonial and indigenous history and consider if Australia was fairly settled or invaded? With a focus 
on developing your geographical skills and knowledge, you will also undertake some field work in the Geelong 
area and develop proposals for local environmental issues.
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YEAR 8 ENGLISH 
Each semester of work will involve the core English components of Speaking and Listening, Reading, and 
Writing.

You will read and create a range of texts including essays, creative pieces, poetry and reports. You will analyze 
literary texts that explore themes and issues related to your own life, and create written and oral responses to 
the texts. You will use and analyze persuasive language and develop a deeper understanding of how these 
techniques are used in media to persuade. 

Additionally, you will have the opportunity to improve on your structural English, using the language more 
effectively through the proper use of punctuation, spelling, grammar and vocabulary. 

YEAR 8 ENGLISH (Selected Entrance Advanced Learning Program)
Year 8 SEALP English will challenge you to develop into a dynamic communicator who can use language 
creatively, persuasively and analytically. You will be exposed to a range of literary, media and screen texts that 
will be relevant to your own life and also challenge you to expand your world-view.

You will develop skills in writing for creative and real-life contexts. There will be opportunities to write in a variety 
of genres as well as develop your analytical essay writing skills. Challenging themes and concepts will be 
explored in a range of novels and films.

Throughout the year you will develop as a more confident speaker. You will have the opportunity to take a stand 
on issues important to you, construct reasoned arguments and perform poetry and plays.

Reading is also an important part of Year 8 SEALP English. Not only will you have the opportunity to study 
several challenging and interesting novels and short stories, you will also take part in regular reading sessions 
in the library where you will be encouraged to widen your reading preferences.

Year 8 English
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Year 8 Health & Physical Education 

YEAR 8 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
This core subject provides you with an excellent opportunity to participate in a large range of exciting sports 
and activities as well as participate in a dedicated health program.

In Physical Education classes, you will be given the opportunity to develop your skills and riding techniques 
in a ‘Cycle On’ unit and develop skills and game strategies in sports that include Badminton, Basketball, 
Tennis, Football and Cricket. You will also perform and demonstrate gymnastic movements and sequences on 
apparatus including the beam, vault and mini-tramp.

In Health classes, you will develop an awareness of the risks and responsibilities involved with the use of 
alcohol in our society and how to make healthy lifestyle choices regarding food, body image, exercise and 
relationships.
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Year 8 Technology

YEAR 8 ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES 
You will be involved in many varied building projects using drills and saws. You will make wicking beds and 
grow vegetables to plant in these beds. Composting, fertilising and watering will be some of the activities 
undertaken each lesson. Most lessons will be in the garden and involve hands on, practical learning. 

A focus for this subject will be plant requirements, plant parts and culivation history, with this forming one main 
assessment task. Another focus involves developing a recipe to cook produce from the garden and form a 
preserve. You will design a label for your product following Australian labelling laws. 

YEAR 8 TEXTILES
You will undertake this introductory unit of Textiles for 3 periods per week for one semester. You will use the 
Design Process to investigate, design, produce and evaluate projects. You will also have an opportunity to 
develop your own design ideas within set criteria.

You will explore and use a range of textiles fibres, yarns and fabrics to understand the nature and 
characteristics of the materials. You will learn how to work safely with sewing machines and equipment and 
have the opportunity to use tools, materials, sewing machines and other technology to make textiles items. 

This subject is preparation for and leads to further study in Textiles and Visual Art at years 9, 10 and VCE 
Studio Arts Units 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
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Year 8 Technology

YEAR 8 DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
Digital Technologies at Year 8 creates opportunities for you to develop your skills and knowledge of computer 
science, computer programming and game design.

You will undertake a range of investigations and activities such as writing computer programs using block 
code programs such as Scratch and understand how to create programs to manipulate robots like Spheros to 
complete obstacle courses and different challenges.

You will also get a chance to play computer games and investigate game design which will result in you 
developing your understanding of the different elements of a game. You will work towards publishing your own 
game online.

Computer Science involves the use of simple circuits and conductive properties within Digital Technologies and 
you will have the opportunity to use and create circuits with different properties to solve various problems.
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Jessica SimpsonDirector Year 8 Arts

YEAR 8 VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN
This course is an introduction to design. It focuses on creative thinking and using images to communicate. You 
will develop your own individual solutions to design challenges. You will learn about visual language and how to 
use the design process. 

Most of the class work is practical, where you learn about the basics of design by doing. You can experiment 
with various materials like pencils, markers, collage and mixed media. You will learn how to draw in different 
ways – to observe objects, to visualize ideas and to present your finished designs. You will do different types of 
manual drawing as well as design using technology. 

You do not need to “be good at drawing” or “like art” to do well in this subject. A positive attitude and a 
willingness to try is all you need. Your individuality and ideas are valued in this subject. 

This subject is a great basis for further study as an elective in Years 9 & 10, and later for Visual Communication 
Design in VCE.
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Year 8 Languages

YEAR 8 FRENCH
Bonjour! Bienvenue!

French in Year 8 is a really fun course. You will study the following topics: family members, pets and zoo 
animals, school subjects, telling the time, daily routine, days of the week, months of the year and saying the 
date. 

You will develop your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills through a range of exciting activities. You 
will also sing, complete online language activities, play games, read cartoon stories and act.

YEAR 8 INDONESIAN
You will learn Indonesian through topics such as school in Indonesia and Australia, leisure time, arranging 
transport and bargaining for clothes and food. You will extend your vocabulary and develop your skills in 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. As part of your studies you will gain a greater appreciation of the 
cultures of both Indonesia and Australia. 

You will also make interesting discoveries about the differences that exist between English and Indonesian in 
gesture, register and sentence structure. You will sing, complete online language activities, play games, read 
cartoon stories and act.
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